
City of Alcester 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 6th, 2024 
 

Council Vice President Hatle called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

Council members present: Kerry Hedden, Julia Sundstrom, Kendra Hatle, and Brian Johnson. 

Others Present: Finance Officer David Hodgson, Jared Driesen, Landon Nygard, and Riva Sharples 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

J Sundstrom moved and B Johnson seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

No candidates presented themselves for the open Ward I Alderman seat or for Mayor at this time. 

K Hedden moved and J Sundstrom seconded to approve the regular meeting minutes of Monday July 15th, 2024. Motion 
carried. Unanimous. 

B Johnson moved and K Hedden seconded to approve the special meeting minutes of Thursday July 25th, 2024. Motion carried. 
Unanimous. 

For public input Jared Driesen gave an update on the HRC’s work on the governor’s home on Broad St and the purchase of a 
small lot on Iowa St from the county adjacent to their lot already owned and that now they will have enough room to place a 
governor’s home there as well.  No other public input brought forward. 

For the Public Hearing on Premier Bank petition to vacate the right of way Jared Driesen addressed council with the plans of 
Premier Bank to remodel their location after nearly 30 years.  After discussion K Hatle moved to grant the petition by Premier 
Bank to vacate the right of way on Iowa Street located on the East side of lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, Block 18, Original Alcester City, 
currently dedicated as a sidewalk for public use by a roll call vote.  Motion was seconded by J Sundstrom.  Roll Call vote: J 
Sundstrom – Aye, B Johnson – Aye, K Hedden – Aye, K Hatle – Aye, D Reppe – Absent.  Motion carried with 4 of 5 council 
members voting Aye 

For the notice of award for Sanitary Sewer System Cleaning and Televising Finance Officer D Hodgson reviewed the documents 
from Banner Associates.  After discussion J Sundstrom moved and B Johnson seconded to approve awarding Empire Pipe 
Services from North Mankato, MN contract for cleaning and televising of the sanitary sewer in the amount of $89,702.40 
contingent upon funding agency approval.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

J Sundstrom then moved and B Johnson seconded to enter into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) Personnel.  
Motion carried. Unanimous.  K Hatle declared council in Executive Session at 6:19pm.  K Hatle declared council out of Executive 
Session at 7:08pm. 

J Sundstrom then moved and K Hatle seconded to terminate Jeff Jackels as seasonal groundskeeper effective immediately.  
Motion carried. Unanimous. 

B Johnson moved and K Hedden seconded to approve hiring Kristi Burke as seasonal groundskeeper at $15.37 per hour effective 
immediately.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

Finance Officer Hodgson presented quote from Curiel Concrete for the replacement of the sidewalk on city lots at 201 & 203 
Broad St. in the amount of $4,556.16.  After discussion K Hatle moved and J Sundstrom seconded to approve the proposal for 
replacing the sidewalk from Curiel Concrete.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

For Banner Associates B Johnson motioned and K Hedden seconded to approve paying invoice 43102 in the amount of 
$17,139.11 for services on the waste water treatment plant through July 20th, 2024. Motion carried. Unanimous. J Sundstrom 
moved and K Hatle seconded to approve paying invoice 43108 in the amount of $10,963.20 for services on the Sanitary Sewer 
Improvements project through July 20th, 2024. Motion carried. Unanimous. K Hatle moved and K Hedden seconded to approve 
paying invoice 43148 in the amount of $912.00 for services on the Alcester Water Facility Plan Amendment. Motion carried. 
Unanimous. B Johnson moved and J Sundstrom seconded paying invoice 43105 in the amount of $805.00 for coordinating and 
preparing cost estimate for Alcester TAP Grant Letter of Intent. Motion carried. Unanimous. 



For the WasteWater Treatment Plant B Johnson moved and K Hatle seconded to approve paying payment application 15 to 
Industrial Process Technology in the amount of $262,530.00 for construction work through July 20th, 2024. Motion carried. 
Unanimous. 

K Hatle and Finance Officer Hodgson then reviewed Ordinance 2024-08 with the changes requested by council at the last 
meeting.  After discussion K Hatle moved and B Johnson seconded to approve the second reading with change of section 5 
paragraph 4.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

ORDINANCE 2024-08 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALCESTER, SOUTH DAKOTA REGARDING THE KEEPING AND MAINTAINING OF 
BROODING CHICKS, PULLETS, AND HENS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF ALCESTER, SOUTH DAKOTA 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Alcester has determined that public health and nutrition would be promoted by 
enacting certain ordinances providing for the keeping and maintaining of brooding chicks, pullets, and hens for the 
laying of eggs by residents of the community; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ALCESTER, SD: 
  

1. That Chapter 5.0201 Definitions be amended to add:  
 
D.  Brooding. The period of chicken development when supplemental heat and additional 
 care and attention must be provided due to the bird's inability to generate adequate 
 body heat. 
 
E.  Chick. A baby chicken not more than eight (8) weeks old. 
 
F.  Chicken. A domesticated bird of the order of Galliformes in the genus of Gallus 
 (chickens) that serves as a source of eggs or meat. 
 
G.  Cockerel. A young male chicken. 
 
H.  Coop. The structure for the keeping or housing of chickens permitted by this subchapter  
 
I. Exercise yard. A larger fenced area that provides space for exercise and foraging for the birds when supervised. 
 
J.  Hen. A female chicken 
   

K. Pullet. A young female chicken between the ages of eight (8) weeks and five (5) months. 
 
L. Fowl. Chickens, ducks, geese, turkey, pheasants, quail, partridge, pigeons, guinea, or other 
 like birds. 
 
M. Pet. Any domestic animal kept in or near a household for the primary purpose of 
 companionship for member(s) of the household and/or companionship for other such 
 animals. This includes dogs, cats, guinea pigs, hamsters, rats, mice, ferrets, rabbits, 
 birds (other than fowl, water-fowl, and birds of prey), reptiles (other than venomous 
 reptiles or constrictor snakes), amphibians, invertebrates, and species of domestic 
 animals commonly kept for the primary purpose of such companionship. Fowl, raptors, 
 and livestock are not a pet. 
 
N. Rooster. A male chicken. 
 
O. Run. A fully-enclosed and covered area attached to a coop where the chickens can roam 
 unsupervised. 



 
P. Raptor. All birds that are members of the order Falconiformes or Strigiformes; 
  specifically, but not limited to, birds of prey such as falcons, hawks, eagles, owls, 
  and vultures. 

 

2. That Chapter 5.0210 be amended to read as follows: 
 

Number of Pets Limited.  It shall be unlawful for any person to have or to keep more than five domestic pets 
over the age of six months; guinea pigs, hamsters, rats, mice, ferrets, rabbits, birds (other than fowl, water-
fowl, and birds of prey), reptiles (other than venomous reptiles or constrictor snakes), amphibians, 
invertebrates being exempt, on any lot or premises in the City; unless such person residing on or in the lot or 
premises has a valid kennel license issued by the City.  Humane societies, veterinarian offices, and retail pet 
stores are exempt from the provisions of this section. 

 
3. That Chapter 5.0210.A be added to read as follows: 

 
5.0210.A Chickens/Keeping of Chickens 
The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for residents of the community to keep and maintain brooding chicks, 
pullets, and hens for egg and meat sources in a clean and sanitary manner that is not a nuisance to or detrimental to 
the public health, safety, and welfare of the community within the corporate limits of the City of Alcester, South Dakota.  
No person shall keep any geese, turkeys, pheasants, quail, partridges, guinea, or other like domestic fowl within the 
city limits, except for chickens kept within the provisions of this ordinance.   
 
The keeping and maintenance of brooding chicks, pullets and hens is permitted to all residents who apply for and 
obtain a permit from the city in accordance to section 5.0212. All holders of the permit must comply with all 
requirements, limitations, or prohibitions of this article. Such permit may be revoked if the person holding the permit 
refuses or fails to comply with this chapter or with any state or local law governing cruelty to animals or the keeping 
of animals. Any revocation shall be effective after ten days following written notice thereof to the person or persons 
keeping or maintaining such chickens. Any person whose permit is revoked within ten days thereafter shall humanely 
dispose of all chickens being owned, kept, or harbored by such person. 

1. LIMITATIONS ON THE NUMBER AND KEEPING OF CHICKENS. 
A. Chickens are not considered domestic pets. 

 
B. No more than eight (8) hens shall be housed or kept on any one residential lot that is less than one acre in 

size.  Residents may possess a like number of brooding OR pullet chicks intended for the cyclical 
replacement of hens, but not for the purpose of sale or resale. Once pullets reach full laying potential the 
flock numbers must be returned to no more than six hens. Roosters are strictly forbidden.  Chickens may 
only be kept within areas of the city zoned to permit single-family dwellings.  Rooster and chicken 
breeding are prohibited. Cockerels must be culled from broods without delay.  A request for variance on 
the limitation set forth in this Ordinance must be brought to and approved by the City Council. 

 
2. A coop and a reasonably satisfactory exercise yard, run, or yard fencing is required to 
 house chickens.  Chicken facilities must be constructed and maintained to meet the 
 following minimum standards: 
 

A. Located in the rear or side yard; 
B. The setback required for the coop is five (5) feet or more from the rear and side property lines; Such 

structures will still require a building permit as specified in Ordinance; 
C. Coop construction and materials must be adequate to prevent access by rodents and predators. 

such as fox. raccoon. opossum. and domestic animals running at large; 
D. Coops must be maintained in good repair; 
E. Coop size may not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet; 
F. The run size may not exceed sixty-four (64) square feet. Fencing shall prevent the entry into or escape of 

animals into the run; 
G. Fencing materials for the run shall consist of wood and wire fencing material with openings not 



to exceed one (1) inch: 
H. Coops shall be kept at least twenty-five (25) feet from the door or window of any dwelling of an 

occupied structure other than the owner's dwelling: 
I. Manure storage shall be kept twenty (20) feet or more from streams. tributaries. ditches. storm 

water management facilities. drop inlets. or other storm drainage areas that would allow fecal 
matter to enter any city storm drainage system or stream. Dumping chicken manure into the 
city's storm drainage system is prohibited; 

J. Chickens shall not be housed in a residential dwelling or an attached or detached garage, except 
when housed for brooding purposes only: 

K. All premises on which chickens are kept or maintained shall be kept clean from filth. garbage. 
and any substances which attract rodents. The coop and its surrounding area must be cleaned 
frequently enough to control odor. Manure and coop waste and food shall be picked up every 
24 hours, thereafter kept in an airtight and rodent proof container, and properly disposed of 
thereafter on a routine basis; 

L. Chickens shall not be kept in such a manner as to constitute a nuisance to the occupants of 
adjacent property; 

1. Dead chickens must be disposed of within twenty-four (24) hours after death. 
Legal forms of chicken carcass disposal include burial and off-site incineration or 
rendering: and 

2. All slaughtering of chickens for consumption shall be conducted so as not to be 
visible to the public or adjacent property owners and occupants and 

3. All grain and food stored for the use of the chickens shall be kept in a rodent proof container 
and 

4. Chickens shall be kept so that visibility is substantially obstructed to the traveling public or 
surrounding property owners. 

 

5. That 5.0212 be amended to read as follows: 

Application for License or Permit.  Every owner or keeper of a dog within the City must submit an application for an 
animal license for each such animal owned six months old or older on or before the first day of January in each year. The 
application shall be furnished by the Finance Officer. All applications for license must be accompanied by a rabies 
immunization certificate and the appropriate fee, as shown in Section 5.0213. 

 No license shall be issued to any owner of any dog who does not present to the City Finance Officer of the City of 
Alcester, at the time of making application for such license, a certificate of vaccination for “rabies” issued by a 
veterinarian, duly licensed to practice veterinary medicine, which certificate must show the date of such vaccination and 
must state the period of time for which the dog is effectively immunized, which period of immunization must be at least 
one (1) year from the date of the issuance of the license. In the event that the immunization period is less than one (1) 
year, the owner of said dog must immediately provide a certificate of vaccination for rabies to the City Finance Officer of 
the City of Alcester within fifteen (15) days from the expiration date of immunization. A waiver of vaccination may be 
issued by the Finance Officer of the City of Alcester provided the dog is too young for a vaccination to be administered. 
Failure to provide said certification or waiver as herein set forth shall constitute a violation of the dog license ordinance 
and subject the owner to the penalties as hereinabove provided.  

A certificate and tag shall be issued upon receipt of a proper application for license. The certificate at all times must be 
in the possession of the owner. The owner shall contact the Finance Officer to report change of ownership, loss or death 
of a licensed animal. If a tag or certificate is lost, either may be replaced for a fee of one dollar. The tag must be worn by 
all dogs. It is the duty of the owner of any licensed dog to assure proper tagging of said dog. The failure to do so shall be a 
violation of this Ordinance.  

A permit for the keeping and raising of chickens shall be required of all residents within the city limits. Current owners 
of fowl shall be considered grandfathered in under the accordance of this ordinance. Residents grandfathered under this 
ordinance must still apply for and be issued permit but are exempt from 50210.A subsection 1, subsection 2A-J but must 
comply with 50210.A subsection 2 I, & K-L.   

Application for permit must be obtained and returned to the City Office within 90 days of effective date of ordinance 
and annually thereafter no later than January 31st.  All permit applications shall be returned with evidence of compliance 
of all stipulations set forth in 5.0210.A and will be reviewed by the City.  Approved permits will be issued at no charge to 



the applicant within ten (10) business days.  Denied applications will be sent notice containing reasons for denial.  
Applicant will have thirty (30) days to make corrections or improvements and reapply for permit. 

 

6. That 5.0217 be added to read as follows: 
 

5.0217  INVESTIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT. 

A. Officers or employees designated by the city shall have authority in the investigation and enforcement of this article, 
and no person shall interfere with, hinder, or molest and such officer of employee in the exercise of such powers.  The 
designated officer or employee shall make investigations as is necessary for the health and well-being of the community. 

B. Residents keeping brooding chicks. pullets. and hens for the laying of eggs must consent to any request by the Animal 
Control Officer, designated Animal Control Agency, or designated City Employee to allow any such person to enter 
property for inspection purposes. 

 Dated this 6th day of August, 2024. 
      CITY OF ALCESTER, SOUTH DAKOTA 
              \s\ 
      Darla Reppe, Council President 
ATTEST:  
            \s\ 
David Hodgson, Finance Officer 

 

For the Clubhouse B Johnson moved and J Sundstrom seconded to approve hiring Emma Erickson as part time cook at $13.78 
per hour effective immediately.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

Finance officer then presented council an updated report from Code Enforcement Specialists.  No questions or action taken at 
this time. 

For the Finance Office J Sundstrom moved and B Johnson seconded to approve the July warrants.  Motion carried. Unanimous. 

July Warrant Report 
 
Akron Hometowner $131.40, Alcester Industrial Park $1,000.00, Alcester Quickstop $172.07, Alissa Pohlman $150.00, Alliance 
Communications $602.00, American Engineering Testing $1,758.00, Andrew Terwee $150.00, Appeara $798.98, Avera Heart 
Hospital of South Dakota $510.00, B & B Golf Cars $500.00, Badger Meter, Inc $102.00, Banner Engineering $25,285.84, Barry 
Deem $178.50, Bomgaar's $684.17, C & R Supply $26.76, Chesterman Co. $1,550.35, City of Alcester $6,910.29, Code 
Enforcement Specialists, LLC $1,218.27, Critters Dive Bar Pizza $423.00, Dakota Beverage $3,457.00, Dakota Supply Group 
$1,782.93, Darryl Stevenson $25,000.00, Demco $60.94, Dept of Revenue $4,295.24, Dust Tex $56.70, EcoLab $413.52, ELO 
$10,924.81, Express produce $134.29, Frieberg, Nelson & Ask LLP $3,132.50, GoDaddy $38.40, Industrial Process Technology 
$604,742.34, Ingram Library Services $785.52, Iowa Information Inc $538.80, IRS $9,951.31, Jeff Jackels $160.49, John Conkling 
Distributors $4,925.35, Johnson Brothers $1,277.65, Justice Fire & Safety $724.28, Knife River $2,101.52, Kristi Burke $884.00, 
L.P. Gill Landfill $1,775.03, Lacey Rentals $276.13, Loren Fischer Disposal $160.34, Maguire Iron, Inc $12,795.00, Metering 
Technology Solutions $221.54, Mid-American Energy $2,945.33, Mid-American Research $190.75, Muller Auto Parts $86.99, 
New Century Press $684.46, O'Connor Company $714.92, Olson's Ace Hardware $97.92, Paulson Lawn Care $500.00, Paxtyn 
Moller $100.00, Performance foods $3,786.20, Persing Backhoe Service $2,134.35, Pete's Produce $159.52, Premier Bank 
$20.00, SD One Call $40.95, SD Retirement $3,063.86, Sensaphone $83.40, SiteOne Landscape Supply $6,993.45, South Dakota 
Golf Association $336.00, South Lincoln Rural Water $7,546.50, Southeastern Electric $2,698.63, Square Inc $191.16, Sun Life 
Financial $12.42, Sweeny Controls $581.40, Sysco Foods $14,393.18, Total Stop Food Store $1,871.14, Union County Sheriff's 
Department $25,000.00, US BANK $3,560.98, VISA $1,166.53, Waterman Backhoe $4,526.54, Wellmark $1,652.78, July Payroll: 
City Council $2,604.27, City Office $296.92, Cemetery $664.08, Finance Office $3,758.81, Golf Course $18,860.16, Library 
$1,459.03, park $655.38, Sewer $1,713.78, Solid Waste $640.21, Street$3,639.95, Water $2,403.30 
 

For updates Finance Officer presented the council with the Fall Clean Up flyer.  Plan is for dumpsters to be delivered on Friday 
September 13th and be available to Alcester residents until Monday September 30th.  Reminder that NO appliances or metals 
are to be placed in the dumpsters but in the designated area next to the dumpsters. 



B Johnson then moved and J Sundstrom seconded to enter into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(3) Legal Counsel. 
Motion carried. Unanimous. K Hatle declared council in Executive Session at 7:40pm.  Council was declared out of Executive 
Session at 7:49pm by K Hatle. 

With no further business K Hatle moved and J Sundstrom seconded to adjourn city council until the next meeting on Tuesday 
August 20th at 6:00pm.  Motion carried. Unanimous. Council adjourned at 7:50pm. 

 

CITY OF ALCESTER, SOUTH DAKOTA 
                               _________/s/_______ 
      Darla Reppe, Council President 
ATTEST: 
__________/s/__________ 
David Hodgson, Finance Officer 
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